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Abstract

Recently, with the change of governmental requlations and the urgent demand of hgher
level professionals from various institutions, the quantity of demestic college and graduate
students has increased tremendously. In addition, tens of thousands of students have chosen
to study abroad to experience alternative higher educational environments and opportunities.
Nevertheless, most of previous studies has neglected these facts and still focused only on
the living and consuming issues of the domestic college students. Specifically, whether the
personal characters, social values, lifestyles, leisure preferences, and consuming behaviors of
the domestic college students are different from those students studying abroad,and students
in other countries is subject to further validations.

This study focuses on identifying the interrelationships between personal traits, lifestyles,
leisure preferences, and consuming behaviors. Through a questionnaire survey of college stu-
dents from Taiwan, Mainland China, United States, Japan, and Korea, the purposes of this
study are as follows :

1. to understand and compare the differences on personal traits, lifestyles, leisure pref-
erences, and consuming behaviors, among chinese, American, Japanese, and Korean
college students.

2. to investigate the interrelationships between factors of the above constructs.

3. to provide business industries with relevant information about current college students,
so that firms can identify market segmentation and marketing mix strategies. The
information will also be useful for further empirical validations about this matter.

Through a series of mailed questionnaire survey for 1310 Taiwanese students in Taiwan,
Taiwanese students in Japan, Taiwanese students in the U.S., Mainland students in Mainland
China, Korean students in Seoul, Japanese students in Japan and American students in the U.
S., this study found that American students have more self-confidence and independence, and
also have more courage to take risk, while Japanese students are more dependent, willful, and
suspicious. Also, American students have comparatively shown to be more fasion-conscious
and more brand-oriented shoppers, preferring high-price and distinguished products; while
Mainland and Japanese students have turned to be more economical and practical shoppers,
preferring middle-price and low-price products.

Finally, this study found that if consumers are more self-confident, extrovergent, high-
achieving, fasion-conscious, and brand-oriented, they would spend significantly more time on
social activities, appreciation of art, music and literature, and gambling entertainments. Yet,
if consumers are comparatively more dependent, mature, stable, and revealing an economical
and pratical shopping style, they tend to spend significantly more time on outdoor activities.

Key Words: Personal Traits, Lifestyles, Leisure Preference, Consuming Behaviors
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