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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the perceived qualitative
characteristics and the actual use of government financial reports. Five hypotheses
were developed to test the association between the perceived qualitative
characteristics and the actual use. The hypotheses are that there exist positive
relationships between the degree of actual use and.the perceived relevance, adequacy,

fair representation, reliability, and timeliness of the government financial statements.

The questionnaires were delivered to city (county) council members, legislators,
government officials and oversight officials.: The results from 1- -Way ANOVA
showed that govemment financial statements were percewed to best convey useful
information concemmg budgetary comphance and they were used most for that
purpose. However, government ﬁnancml statements were perceived to fail to
commumcate the " information concermng efﬁc1ency and effeetlveness of the

governmen performance and they were least used for that regard.

The regressions between the perceived qualitative characteristics and the deg.ree
of actual use were used to test the hypotheses The regresswn results mdmated that
there ex1st pOSlthe associations between the percelved relevance, adequacy, fair
representatlon and’ tlmelmess and the deoree of actual use of the govemment
financial statements, which are consistent with the hypotheses. However, the
hypothesis that there exists a positive association between the perceived

reliability and the degree of actual use of the government financial statements s not
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supported.
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